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тову of Spirila, called 
vocal organs of men ( 


informed Spiritualist can fail to he atruck with ће similarity 
of this description given by Tertullian, and many occurrences 
which аге wituessed al the present day! Тһе description | of the doctrines of Ari 
which the prophetess, mentioned in this extract, gare of the | the followers of Ari 
soul, will be recognized ая perfectly accordant with the reve- | apiritua] communi, 
lations which Swedenburg aod nubsequent © mediums" hare | briled Ше Spiri 
given on the same nuhject. Di 
Notwithstanding (here appears to have been в gradual de. 
cline nud final cessntion of heathen oracles after the esuablish- | р 
ment of the Christian. Church (and we might whow wirong | o 
reasons for believing Ibat these oracles were actual spiritual |. 
communications, as both heat and Chriwians bel IE 
them to be), there seem to have still been among the чат 0 
some mediums for spirita (or the alledged gods) for a | 
time after the apostolic age. Between these spirits ai 
mediums on the опе band, and Ше Christian. prophets | 
оћег, there was generally an open hostilily ; but wl 
(rial of powers occurred, ће heall.en spirit мая (ог 
way, showing the existence still іп the Church 
conferred by Jesus upon his disciples {о " 
Hence we find ‘Tertullian, in his ** Aj 
Religion," boldly challeuging all heathend 
powers of their patron 4| 
tomed (о possess and get 
* Mitherto," saya Це, we 
come to a demonstration of the 


T : Я vum meus with emphasis, adding a long note, in which he argues | а!,опду become angels. Аз to Polycarp, ho saw в vision 
( | 8 r1 Il [ | і! | їп Ш E 1 і Ц ГВ. 1he point, and Rn to О Я in the ancienta to | гоо days before һе was taken ; and behold, tlie pillow under 
- | establish it. his hend he saw all in a flume; whercupon, turning to those 
"ГЬе epistles of St. Barnabas, St. Clement, St. lgnatius, St. | about him, he said, prophetically, *1 shall be burnt alive." 
Polyearp, and the Shepherd of Hermas, written. immediately | After. his apprehension, and while he was going into tlie 
aller the apostolic age, or perhaps one or {wo of them a little | place of execution, there came в voice from heaven, saying, 
before the death of St, John, distinctly recognized the ехїзї- | * Be atrong, and quit thyself like а man, Polycarp. Мом no 
ence of miraculous, prophetic, and other extraordinary spirit- | one saw who spoke to bim, but many of our brethren lieard 
val gifts in the Christian church during ће Пуез of their | the voice," After describing the scenes of the execution, 
authors ; and these epistles were for а long time aflerward | the writers say, “ Such was the end of. Polycarp, who, in our 
publicly read in the Christian churches as possessing an au- | ошез, was a truly apostolical and prophetica! teacher; fot 
thority litle inferior to that of the apostolic writings them- | every word that went out of his mouth either has been already 
melves, The authors of these respective productions пее | fulfilled or will be," ‘Tho writer of the copy of thia uccount, 
called the /1розойе Fathers, from the fact that they were the | (rom which the foregoing is extracted, adds, " This epistle 
cotomporaries and immedinte successors of Ihe apostles. | was transcribed (тот the copy of irweneus, the disciple of 
The writer of Ще epistle of St. Barnabas 1з thought to be the | Polycarp, by Caius ; after whieh f, Pronius, wrote it from the 
Barnabas spoken of in the Acts of tho АрозЦев as at one time | same copy, which I found, by a revelation, wherein. Polycarp 
ihe companion of Paul, though by others this has been dis. | appeared. and directed me (о it, ns:] havo and do declare in û 
puted. St. Clement is supposed to be the Clement spoken | most solemn manner. 
of by Paul in РЫЙ. ir. 3. St. Hermas was a brother of a| — Justin Martyr, au eminent apologiet and defender of Chris- 
bishop of Коте, and wrote his tract in bis old age, about the | tianity, who tlourished about the middle of the second century, 
middle of the second century. Tho revelation wliich it con- | affirmed, according to Eusebnus, that the gift of prophecy shone 
tains purports to have been given him by an angel who,brightly in the Church in his time. About the year 180, 
Now it ix upon this assumption, and upon this alone, that appeared in the habit of а shepherd ; and hence tho book is Athenagoras, in an apology which he was commissioned by 
ihe Church's wbole opposition 1o the doctrine of existing entitled " "The Shepherd of Hermas." " Р his Christian brethren to carry to the Emperor of Rome, de- 
spiritual intercourse rests ; and unless the assumption сап be "The account which Hermas gave of his experience will be | scribes in 3t what ın our. phrase would be called ч speaking. 
recognized as bearing a close resemblance to some experi- | mediums,” and which пес to have nbounded-in the Church 
ences of modern mediums. In the beginning of his revela- | at those times under the names of proplieis and prophelesses. 
reality of ihe same phenomena as alleged in Diblical records | ions be fell into an ecetasy,and he was carried away in | 4f call thom propheta," saya lie; Шао Баш ошо ИА 
тей ages of the world. spirit, when an angel in the form of a young woman appeared | and tAeir оюп thoughts, did. utter forth whatsoever by the im- 
But where, we ask, are we to 6nd a abadow of proof that | © him and convinced him of some particular вія to which he | pelling power of the Spirit he wrought in them; while the 
spiritual intercourse was intended to cease at the clo«e of the | "® addicted, At another time an angel in the form of an | Divine Operator served himself of them, or their organs, even аа 
It will not be asserted that this proof is found aged and venerable woman appeared to him while on bis | men do of a trumpet, blowing through it. ‘Thus have we proph- 
knees in prayer, and took him by the hand and raised him up, Î ets for witnesses and aifirmers of our faith; and ia it not 
and made some revelation io him respecting the Church. | equal and worthy of human reason, О ye emperors, № yield 
anght we can delermime, are essentially the same now аз they When at а subsequent time he was walking through the fields | up our. (aıth to the Divine Spirit who mores the moulha of. the 
Nor can } | 294 praymg that {Ыз rerelation migbt be confirmed, he heard | prophete as Ais instruments #7 
something like а human voice saying to him, “ Doubt not, | Ammonius Saccas, a Christian philosopher, who npened a 
Hermas^ ‘The Shepherd Spirit, from whom he received his | achoul at Alexandria, in the latter part of the second. century 
provf (riz, the refusal of Abraham in the parable (о send principal visions and revelations, appeared to him after this, | (which school was for a long time in great repute), fauyht the 
Lazarus бош his bosom back to the earth; ibe saying of | 204 was for a long time his frequent companion. Finally, | art of procuring communion with spirits, or demons, ал he 
Jesus on the cross, " [t i» finished ;" and the prohibition in after he had writen his book, he ка ‘The angel which | called them, His disciples called this art "theurgy ;^ but 
Ње Revelation of St. John against adding any thing to that had delivered me to that shepberd came into the house and | whether the spirits invoked by such means were always of 
parüclar book, Rev. xxu 18), it seems 10 me do not meer | 5а} upon tbe bed, and that shepherd stood at his right hand; | the most Christian character does not appear. (See Mosheim) 
the сазе, and the very weaknens of ihe argoments derived then he called me and said, *] delivered thee and thy house | During the fore part of the third century (spiritual gifts in 
from these passages convey an idea of tbe desperaienens of a | © hie shepherd that thou mıgblest be protected by him. And | the Church stili continuing as general us before), Eusebius 
cause which finds ıt necessary to employ them. 1 said, ' Yes, Lord ;' and he added, * Whosoever shall do ac- | relates, that whilo & persecution raged at Alexandria, there 
Dut on tbe otber band, Jesus and bis apostles seem to hare | cording to the commands of this abepherd, who ів a рппсе of | was among the martyrs a young woman named Polomiana. 
considered а регрешиу of the spiritual intercourse during the | Теа! aothority, and in great honor with God, he shall live; | whose courage and fortitude under her last sufferings excited 
after ages of the Irue Church aa a тает of. course, and show | DU! Феу that shall not keep his commands shall delirer ет» | the nstonishment of the spectators, "l'hree days after the exe- 
by several implication» that they expected ila continuance во | "eles unto death, and shall be every опе guilty of his own | cution of her body, this same Polomiana appeared in spirit by 
long ая Christians remained faithful. Thus Jesus promised | blood. Bout [ say unto thee, keep these commandmenta, and | night, to one Basilides, a Roman soldier, ani, covering his 
the Holy Spirit iudixcriminately to those who would sincerely thou shalt find в cure for al] thy sina." head with a crown, вв he must shortly be taken away. ‘I'he 
and devoutly ask it of the Father (Luke xi, 13), and Paul | ST. lowartus wan an immediato disciple and personal аз. | vinion wrought effectually to convert Dasilides," and who, for 
distinctly characterized the Christian dispensation as one socimte of the beloved St. John, and was by tho latter gp- | his confession of faith in Christ, was loaded with еһаіпя, and 
which brought ояе Бо received it “to an innumerable com. | Pointed bishop of Antioch. Но was said to be “a man in all | shortly afterward rewarded with tlie crown of martyrdom, 
pany of angels, to tbe general assembly and church of the | ings like unto the аровШев.” На мая summoned from bis | * Many others also, at the same time, іп Alexandria, were 
first born, which are wniten in heaven, and to God the Judge | bishopric № Rome in the. year 127, where he suffered mar-| wrought upon to the open confession of their faith in Ch 
of ull, and lo ihe spirits of just men made perfect” Heb, хи. | dom by being exposed to the fury of wild beants in the | by visions of Potomiana, who in йгепшя urged them ta do wo; 
22,93. П appears that during lhe age of tlie apontles, proph- | heater. Ile was accompanied to Home by «ome of thr тет. | An account of tho election of a Bishop of Jarusnlem ія also 
ets, teers, diacerners of spirita, speakers with divers tongues, | ber? of hin church, who wrote ап account of hin journey and | worthy of note, па showing tho manifest operation nf apiritunl 
workers of miracles, and other "madiums" for divine and | arrival there, and testify to the existence of visions and apir-| influences at that age. [t 18 to tho effect iint when Narcissus, 
spiritual inflaencen, existed and were multiplied in the Church | "ие! appantions at that age in the following passages: ~ The | Bishop uf Jerusalem, was about one hundred years old, and 
everywhere; and there ie по evidence, either in reason or | night after bis (Ignatiun') sufferinga," вау they, “ we were 10- | disquahified. by tbat extremq.age for the. further dincharga of 
history, to show that the gifts of these were all taken away, | #ther watching in prayer, that God would тоцсћаліе ив | ше official functionm, Alexander, n Cappadocian bishop, was 
and the lamp of heaven forever ceased ita direct abinings, ал | («е men) воще sasurance of what had passed ; whereupon | admoninhed, in a vision by might, to go to Jerusalom for «ome 
\he last of tbe spostles sank into bis grave, There is, on the | *€"eral of the company fell into a alumber (ecstalical, because | purpose. When Alexander approached Jerusalem, severa! of 
coutrary, the most direct aud positive historical evidence thar | 24g in prayer), and therein saw vunons in which Igna- | the chief persons of the church of that city also. had visions, 
these spintual gifts were universally considered by the Chr,- | ® ва represented; which, when we bad conferred to- | in which they were directed to Баеп out of the gates of the 
апя вя existing nninterroptedly, to в greater or lean extent, | Ее, we glonfied God, being thereby aanured of Ма | сцу, and receive the bınhop ordained for them by Сой, Петя 
in ће Church, for nearly three hundred years after tha com. | Мезледлевя,” thus mireculoualy appointed, Alexander exercised the func- 
mencement of (he Chriman ега. Their existence was then | ЭТ. Рогтсавр ајво, in the. earlier part of bis life, was a | tions of hishop to that church for years, and died while under 
disputed only by a few, and by the mass of the Catholic world | Personal disciple and associat of Sit. John; and was by that | imprisoninent for the faith, in the усаг 253. 
their occasional occurrence has been admitted in all agen, wpowtle appointed bubop of Smyrna. During the earher| — Tertullian, in his tract concerning the soul, chap. ix., maya: 
down to the present day, and етеп some Protestant secus | ®Ё©®* ОЁ the Church be appears to have been universally con- | * Wo had a right, after St. John, tn expect prophrayig, and 
hare, until recently, believed the тате. пеге ва endued with similar spiritual gifts to those which | we do now ncknowlodgo the samo spiritual gifts ; 
Lei us now glance at some of {he numerons historical tex. | &baracterized the apostles, опе among other prooía of which | i this day liring among us а sister who is partaker of tho gift 
monies аз to the post-aposiolie perpetuity of spiritual лїї | let 18 ће esteem ın which his writings were bolden for three | of revelatinns, which. she receives under rcatasy ın 1he wpirit 
and intercourse in the Chrisuan Church. The leaned Пт. | hundred years, during which time, вл before suied, they were | ın tha publie congregaüon; wherein she conreraes with 


Mosheim, in treating the bimtory of the Church during the | Publicly read in the churches ın connecuon with those of the | angela, aometimen aluo with. thr Lord, and. ае and heareth 
apostles. "This holy man auffered. martyrdom for the Chria- 


ANCIENT CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM 


BT WILLIAM Ртанеогон 


In the pending controversy in respect {о the alleged exist- 
ing intercourse between man and the denizens of the unseen 
world, the professedly Christian. Church has, strange 10 say, 
shown herself the most formidable champion in the negauve, 
Not that the believers ın Christ and the. Bible suppose it im- 


possible, in the nature of Ihings, for any interchange of thought 


to lake place between men in this world and invisible intelli- 
gences in the otber, for the Dook which they professedly re- 
ceive as the Chart of their faith, is full of testimouies 10 the 


reality of such occurences, But it is assumed and pro- 


elaimed with mucb assurance by them, that the link. of соп» 
nection between mundane and spiritual intelligences was 


permanently severed at tbe. close of the apostolic age—that 
since then the Spint-world has been durob and silent to all 
the imrocanions of mortals, and all alleged messages, impres: 
sions, and muraculous endowments from that quarter hare 
necessanly belonged to the category of illusions or willful ım- 
postres. 


shown to be well founded, the opposition must evidently 


1 ‚ or be 4erned- with equal force mat tb. \ 
PSI EP Ua, АЛ e es ial Ё by в devil be brought into open court before your tribunals ; 


when that spirit shall be commanded by a Christian (о 
he shall as truly confess himself a devi (here, LU 
lie falsely claims to be a god. Or let ono equally be 
who is among you Gentiles judged to be f 
waits nt your altars, and is esteemed a нас! 
nny, though he be acted by one of your 
ities, bo it Diana the heaveply virgin, or Esci 
scribes your medicines, and who pretends to 
yet these, or any others, when they’ are su; 
dare to lie unto the Christian summoning, and. 
confess themselves openly ta be devils, then 
ful Christians blood be apilt by you on the 
1t may not be presumed tbat Tertullian would hay 

this open challenge to the heathen deities (or tutelar s 
unless {һе ехаюріе of common and notorious oc 

been such as (о give fidence of vi T 
and hence we find him Г 
quished demons in. 
deed, that is subje 
our Chrint ів their у 


apostolic age ' 
{û the known constitution of man or of Spirits, or in the known 


relations of the material and spiritual worlds, for these, for 


were hefore the apostles were in their graves 


imagine where proof of the point can be found in the Bible. 
The only three passages 1 hare yel вееп or beard adduced as 


ey fly out of Ша bod 
ih grief, in 


widered ns appl 
Numerous testi. It bo cited to provi 
vf сляпа ош devila," or ın the more. Газ 
modern Spiritusliata, of expelling '* unpro, 
tinued for along ti r that, ва did 
frequently Ea - . Indeed, Моя! 

the third century ice of exorcist, аз 
created iu the churches, it being the d 

M (о cast out ти and unchriat 
bodies of such as were infeated by thi 


Тїш», employing from the а! 
before us, ая wel] as the testimony of Мочћеї 


that epiritual manifeatationa in tlie form of propbetic d 
тяіопя, impresmions, speaking impulsos, power to | out 
devils, ete, continued. more ог Jess in the. Christian Church, | 
and were unireraslly recognized by Иа members, he 


i d 
Church, owing to outer prosperity, grew no corrupt and worldly 
am 10 render 1ћа (тес and general accean and орегабов of 
spiritual influences any Jongor ипрояв Ше. ‘These influences 
wero operative upon simple-hearted and Фото: men and 
men in all classes of Christian. nociety, and степ eimple sud | 
unsophiaticated Ише children. often ultered the words of au: Î 
pernal wisdom while under the divine afflatus; and by i 
rovelaüons Шиа given forth thu Church was princi 
governed, and oppesimg religions were triumphaglly van: " 
quished for more ап i centurirs. а И lier spiritual powera ате 
ever thought of denying tho existence of (hear m Fao kal) косем and 
ences in the Chureh until aear the age of. Constantine. Шаш and lis coa/rirea exorcined an 
cording to Eusebius they existed in thr Church to some | OIL Ont IY. TI сыр үк 
widersble extent, even at that age, and Constan bima a р r i ning ой 
sometimes experienced. thein—not only being f جا‎ 


ү: M hie чеч 1i le iid "The 
tha vision ûf the luminous crues which he sas at ау im | м Gode revenimg ужен to sm һу, 
the һеатела, but be 


за and ilona concern, | Phi. 

ing the plota of his rnenies.* ur Мое 

ка firm and gencre! waa the bei тета communications 

9» the fourth century, publicly cited (е {са- 
» T В. 1. Chap. RReUL ; ан 


nr there in 


ал! ‚ uilera аА эеепс 
Church, for bad. nol the [а 


divino myaterien, and dincovoreth tho hearts of поте persona, 


second century, says, “ [t із eanier to conceire than to exprena 
how inuch Ше miraculous powers and. Ihe extraordinary dirine | Чап cause in the. year 147, when at ел adranced аре. Ар | and dors mimntor succor to such. вв desire it ; aril whıle the 
gifs which the Christians exercised on various occasions | unt of his last suffering, with what preceded. and fol- | Scriptures are read, or psalms are singing, or they are preach- 
contributed {о extend the limita of the Church. The gift of lowed, wan written in а circular letter. by some members of | ing, or prayer 
loreign tongue» appears to hare gradually ceased as soon ая his church at Smyrna, and directed to all other churches , and | ered in her un^. We had once some discourse touching 
many nations became enligutened witb the truth, and numer- | "9те particulara of the history аге entirely conelosivs ва lo | the. кои] while this sister. wet эт Ae spirit. after the. public 
ous churches of Chriatians were everywhere eotsblished, for ihe manifestation. of spiritual presence and influenco in those | services were отет, and most of the peoplo gnne, ehe acquaint- 
it became leas necessary than yt waa at frat: Dnt the otber | J Speaking of several otbera who suffered martyrdom | ed us with what aha saw, аз the custom waa , for theae things 
їйа with wluch God favored the пати Church of Christ|* Ше вате tme. they say, * While they were under tor- | are Бе оу digested, that they may he duly proved Among 
жете, аа we learn from numerous tesbmonies of tha ancient, | menta they were abet from (Ае body (probably under the | other оля, she told us thal а material son was before her, 
рг | есмаиса! impressions) or, ratber, tbe. Lord Christ. stood by | and the Npirit waa behrld by her, bring f  qualily nol vnd and 
them, and convereed with them, and revealed things to them | empty, Put 0f {Аг eor of the айу, and of a thin brijMness, pre- 
inconcewsble by man; as if they were no longer тєп, but | eevwing (Ае form tÀroughout of tht human body." What well: 


peo 1 


а offered up, subjects (то tbence arn minis- 


still conferred upon particular persona here and the 
Murdock, the wvansalator of Mosheim, w&ncbona these atale- 
+ Mes. Еса Hiat, B. 1 Сам П. Рт L Chap 1 ўа 
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LETTER FROM LEBANON, OHIO Ч inis the сочи leutimiey — Он the ceu 
Ра r » Нантах pi st cons 


ть 
(on. ef apiriual phe- 
iron lay in 


X Бочи ial ote мө шацу iu 


gel m the апт 


paomeua who, fr ur 
b J the staring unamifestationa that fall und. 
uch that would be of iatereat ia 1 


ouibreak of Spiritualism, а Dr. Јом Ш w | 
cure eslablishmeut in the hide twn ul 
(Ur. J, hy tho 
Une | 


i tbe noriherm part of this State. 
worthy older uf the Christian Church.) 
s (nunlv had тейге) to reat, an accordeon that 
le couunenced playing ва though some skill. 
Afler и had 


ily arose, but по one 


was belî on the c 
№ hand was L 
iwu or three tunes the fai 


d no one could account 


К ма шпі сараспу 


жаз touching it, no ono was nvar il, 
fur the позе. Зо they all concluded И waa a token of the 
death of some of Ibe tunyales of lhe house, aud went lo bed 
мыл 

Wlulo on a тац іо Portage Cun 
a Bapust lady for being а Spiritui 
with ber, and she nally concluded 10 investigate. "l'he (аш- 
Шу sai ıu а circle, but tlie бга ш they saw nothing. At 
Ща second з тпевавре was wrillen out through the hand 
“кт At tho urd акопу, 
Ше lady referred tû яам and converaed with Ног friewla in 
е wurkl uf Spire. At the fourth. «цу they cunveraed 
And wrote through her, rapping at the. exime. bime to сагта 
ерат маз мп lut they are. people of high standing in 
the chur d their minister соо епа Spiritualiam аа being 
lhe work of 


1 was taken tà task by 
1 reasonod (he. сазе 


qa 


J not write alone. 


h, 


he devil, во they must keep. Ihe secret or lote 


The son and husband cf the lady referred to had (игш у 
worked ai th ge vf. Н— sume five miles distant 
ihe husband, at one. tine, returned with the intelligeueu that 
his employer could furnish humi with work no longer, aud 
mado his arrangements accordingly. — "l'hree ur four ву 
pressed that they mus! go № Н 
1, and вое if ber son тае ыс! She 
ed, but that they were wanted un business 
(t might be her unagination, she requested that 


er would гар өп her right aboulder fur Yos, and 
her le for No Then «he proceeded t» questi. until she 
wns aabee y afar, вће remarked to her husband, 
^ You will bare ш go ш H—— to-day.” "| know ıl,” за 


he. [ле do yuu know ц" * Why, ! bare been impressed 
with that шеа for sume Шие" *“* What do you huk you # 
wabied for!" "Боша kind of business, this afternoon. % 


They меш. "Why did you come 
H—-— w-lay !7 asked Ibe son on Шен arrival 
grenaed 
уок 


wil go anj але 
^] waa d 


те wanted on buen * Yes, indeed, 
ud n, "Mr wanta to neo falher and lire 
һе wipter, he tried ш send lum word, but could 
ng me vn foot t» tell you." 


їп tis. place ап [rali domestic. got. serious un 


f Bpuriualism, and sat а! в sland ona вуглу, 
The woman of the 
alî on Ша erand, when all legs raised clear 


wand commenced rocking 


floated ынша lwo feet from ita. proper level 
V» say that Ше famala 
has been prücueed im u 


4, or rather disputed, tha claims of 


inan dismounted 


Leo vr fhrea ciet 
At the bouss of à neyar, 


Я dropped it 

bia euperienre 
lar to агыз. 

Аме! at tha 


Р 


тпк, lad 
аше Ш 


Не 


| аге нашу peuple, ich as tho wild 


| 


ров iba theury vf Prof. Faraday, |a 


| 


“ш anual шайны As th 


ie угез! аш 
esd wiih tbus kind. ut “lve sock," wo »ugyeat thal they 
1 ا‎ 

Jub do well to ake а sall үңуөзїөнї, пяна в lew 
hares of whalover {hey nia риаапав, and. рауы the dilli 
While we havo по disposition. to advise others, aid. каре, 
cially those whu are capahle o£. underetandung aud porfozuung 
ће duty, we will take о liberty to ubaerve, that i tho Гоа 
wf. Spiritualism, wherever Мга, Harris nay renun lur к low 
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